Report on Ard Comhairle Meeting – 12/11/11.

1. REPORT FROM COISTE BAINISTI:  The AS gave a report from a much curtailed CB meeting, due to attendance at T.O’Neill’s (Carlow) funeral.
· The PCT Accounts for the nine months to September 30th 2011 were presented and were reported as ahead of targets.
· A report from the National Audit Committee highlighted significant control weaknesses at some championship venues.

· The NISC gave an overview of the current state of safety at county grounds. It was agreed that checks will be made to ensure that proposed GAA-certified steward training will meet the requirements of legislation.

· Social Media- It was agreed that a policy proposal around the use of social media would be ready for the December meeting.
· Aertel- It was decided to continue with this service for one more year but to finish it in October 2012.

· Five Year Rule Restriction-  arising from several queries it was agreed to propose the following interpretation to Ard Comhairle:- “ where a person takes up an officer position mid-term, i.e. 6 calendar months or less before the next convention, the time served should not be considered as part of the 5 years served.” This was approved by AC.

· Coach Ed Fees & Costs- There was discussion on cost and fees and it was decided that a decision would be reached at the next meeting.

2. MASTER FIXTURE PLAN AND REGULATIONS:  There was a lengthy discussion on the fixture plan and some amendments were proposed and adapted. The dates for the Railway Cups led to some comment and the Uachtarán challenged counties to support and promote these competitions. There was  a long debate on possible clashes between senior and minor fixtures in All-Ireland Series. It was agreed to give CCC greater flexibility to make decisions re: such fixture clashes.
There will be a more detailed discussion on the Intermediate Hurling and the Junior Football at the next meeting. The issue will be discussed with the Provincial Councils before then but CB indicated that they would prefer to see the end of these comps as they are fast becoming 2nd team championships. 

3. CLOSED MONTHS FOR COLLECTIVE TRAINING- Ard Comhairle agreed to sponsor a motion to Congress 2012 to amend the rule to allow certain counties who are knocked early to resume training earlier. It was pointed out that this issue would not be policed by the Uachtarán/ AS- it is up to the counties to sort this out and control their managers. There will be a 2nd Level Competition review to cut down or tighten up their schedule so that dual counties are not playing “ gluts of games” prior to the Leaving Cert.
4. EDUCATION CUTS:   Concern was expressed at the potential effects of cuts in the education sector on our games. The AS is trying to set up a meeting with the Minister.
5. GPA ACCOUNTS:   A lot of concern was expressed that despite guarantees that the GPA accounts had still not been placed before Ard Comhairle. The Uachtarán assured the meeting that they would be before the December meeting.

6. PAIRC AN CHROCAIGH TEORANTA, EGM:  The AC meeting was preceded by an EGM of PCT.  Decisions were taken on legal advice to bring PCT in line with current company legislation.
Des Cullinane 22/11/11.
