REPORT ON ARD COMHAIRLE MEETING- 11/02/2012.
· GAA Social Media Policies & Guidelines:  These were approved and will be circulated to counties.
· Report on Ground Capacities: A report from the NISC outlining the necessary repairs and modifications to county grounds was presented. It was felt that with the agreed changes capacities could be improved.
· Risk Register:  Issues that affect the Association at all levels need to be put on a Risk Register. There is an urgent need to put in place a Code of Conduct for officers and officials.
· Helmet Modifications:- The AS identified that there have been serious issues with players modifying their helmets so that they no longer comply with rules in the T. O. Picture evidence has been used by the insurance companies and they have linked the growth in claims for head injuries to these modified helmets. Counties will be written to forbidding modified helmets and referees will be instructed to order players to wear proper helmets.
· Parnell Park: Permission was given to B.A.C. to host a high-schools American Football game in return for considerable rental income.
· National Fixtures Planning Committee: A presentation was made on fixture planning and it was agreed to sponsor motions to Congress on the matter. Specifically, they propose to amend rule to allow qualifiers to be played over 2 weeks and to delete the reference to “ open draw”.
· GPA Player Development Programme: A rep of the GPA gave a detailed report on the various programmes which were offered by the GPA in 2011. These include Education Programmes(772),Career Programmes (576), Health & Wellbeing( All Players), Life skills(135) and a Benevolent Fund(37) It was interesting to note that 90 cork players have availed of the Elective Programmes
· Intermediate Hurling & Junior Football: There was a lengthy discussion on the matter again. General disappointment with the response from CCC on the matter was expressed and they have been instructed to consult fully with all interested parties. For this year, the status quo will remain.
· Match Regulations:  Counties are asked to make sure that players do not wear helmets in team photos, parades, etc. No penalties.
· Rule 6.4(1) Permission was given once again for this derogation where “isolated player” can play with another club.
· Railway Cups: Uachtaran commented that Croke Park will be watching the level of support from counties, players, etc these competitions receive. There was some discussion on the level of marketing they have got.
· Insurance: T.Ryan pointed out that in response to recent correspondence sent to clubs re: the increased levels of excesses for insurance claims, the GAA will subvent the difference from the Croke Park Insurance Fund.
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