REPORT ON ARD COMHAIRLE MEETING 20/08/11.
Ard Stiurthóir’s Report- 
The AS reported on a briefing from the Infrastructure & Stadium Safety Committee which outlined a number of points on stadium safety. It was noted that there will be a course for all Event Controllers in Croke Park on the 14/15 October. Attendance will be compulsory for all counties hosting games, including National League games.

Tom Ryan gave CB a briefing on clubs in financial difficulties and strategies being put in place by HQ to help them. He also gave an update on the Stadium accounts which were on the whole very positive- 22% above budget predictions. Match attendances for the Allianz Leagues have increased by approximately 15%.
It was confirmed that a single All Stars Scheme will be in place in 2011 and that there will be one Player of the Month award going forward.

The AS informed the meeting that an Bord Pleanala had granted planning permission to the Handball Centre at Croke Park. One important aspect of this ruling was that the Bord also ruled that GAA units should not have to pay planning application fees to local authorities. This should result in considerable savings for the GAA.

The AS referred to recent controversies in our games- square balls, disallowed scores, etc. With this in mind the Chairman of the Referees Sub-Committee is being invited into the next Coiste Bainisti meeting. It was also recommended to Ard Comhairle that Hawkeye Technology would be used on a pilot basis for all games in Croke Park over the next 2 years, 2012-2013. A decision on its future would then be taken with a view to rolling it out to other venues.
An update on the Jobridge scheme was given. There will be 200 places available to the GAA  and they will be administered through the Provincial Councils. These positions will be targeted in the area of Coaching & Games Development.

The status of the Poc Fada competitions were discussed and it was felt that something needs to be done to increase its profile. It is now 50 years old and the Uachtaran Tofa, L. O’Néill has been asked to look at its future.

The dates for the International Rules Series 2011 were confirmed as follows: Friday 28th October and Friday, 4th November 2011.

Correspondence from Cork about the Junior Football and Intermediate Hurling grades was discussed and it was agreed to refer the matter back to CCC and for them to report back to the next AC meeting.
Allianz Hurling Leagues 2012:
Three proposals were put before Ard Comhairle: Option 1 presented by Liam O’Neill  proposed 4 divisions of 6 teams with 5 rounds. There would also be a separate Tain Division. Option 2 proposed by Seamus Woods, CCC also with 4 divisions of 6 but semi-finals and qtr-finals and finally Option 3 proposed by the Uachtaran on behalf of CB which would have 3 divisions of 8 teams each plus the Tain Division.

All these proposals were widely debated.

The first vote was whether we would go with 6 or 8 teams and it was decided to go with 6 on a 28:16 margin. Option 1 was then chosen on a 26: 16 margin.
Allianz Football League 2012:
A proposal put forward by CCC was outlined and after much debate was heavily defeated so the Football league will be as previously outlined.
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